DISCOURSE 
ON THE 
 Wickedneſs and Danger 
o F 
Fomenting Divis1oxs in a State. 
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Now TI beſeech you, Brethren, mark them 
which cauſe Diviſions. Rom. xvi. 17. 
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Pauls Epiſtle to the „ Revd, 
Chap. Xvi. Ver. 17. 


Now I be ſeech you, Brethren, mark 
them which cauſe Dzviſions. 


HAVE, in a former 
Diſcourſe, pointed out 
the Duty of eee 


ve; 1 1 Akio likewiſe therein given 
an exact View of our Conſtitution, 
and demonſtrated the Wiſdom and 
Janne thereof: and I have alſo 
ew'd the Unjuſtneſs and Wicked- 
= - nels 


TY —— —— * 


} - neſs of, late Cn: 6 us 


2 


now enqulre into the Motives to 
thoſe; Clamours, and i into the pre- 
* ſent Divifions amongſt us; and like- 
wiſe zow I beſeech you, Brethren, 
mark them Which cauſe Diviſt ons. 


When any. Goyernment is Ata. 
bliſh d on as rational and juſt a Foun- 
dation as a Government can be; 
and when the Governors act accord- 
ing to that rational and juſt Con- 
ſtitution, the Land ſo governed 
may be truly ſaid to be happy: The 
People therefore, who conſtitute the 
Society under ſuch a Government, 
are to be watchful over their Go- 
vernors, that they may not make 
a Breach into that Conſtitution 
which is the Foundation of their 
ſocial Happineſs; ; and at the fame 
Time they are to be as vigilant 
over the Actions of their Fellow- 
Subjects, and Members of that So- 
ciety, leſt they ſhould unwarily be 
4 ſeduced to Felicre ill of thoſe, She 
== - 


I - 


— 


Fs 1 


are. the Preſervers of that Conſti- 

_tution which is the ee of 
their. Happineſs; and leſt, by h 
ing ill of thoſe, they ſhould be = 
ceived. into their own Ruin. To 


avoid the Calamities which Faction 


and Defamation may bring upon us, 


we muſt. mark them Which <4 
El ons. | 


If Diviſions are e in 
ae d in a Land, under ſuch a 
Government as 1 have before de- 
ſcrib d. we muſt ſtrictly enquire in- 
to thoſe Diviſions, as who are the 
Fomenters, and Cheriſhers thereof, 


and on what Motives they foment 


and cheriſh ſuch Diviſions. Let us 
ſupp oſe a Perſon, raiſed by his Me- 


Tits and Abilities to an ny Sta- 
tion in ſuch a Government, - pro- 


poſing to the Legiſlators aſſembled 


their Concurrence to a Bill which 


0 is 


On this Propoſal fee: us ſuppoſe great 
Clamours raiſed againſt the Pro- 
J | jector, 


[6] 


jector, as an Enemy to his Coun- 


try. Should we, upon ſuch Cla- 
mours being raiſed inconfiderately, 


take for granted all that js ſaid a- 
gainſt him, without examining in- 
to what it was he propoſed, and 


into the Motives which induc d 0 


ther Perſons to oppoſe him? No: 
if we ſhould fo readily give into the 


Reports of People, we may by our 
eaſy Credulity be led to deſtroy 


our beſt . and conſequently 


weaken our own Iatereſt, and on- 
ly to indulge the Envy, Malice, 


and Ambition, of other Men; to 
avoid theſe evil Conſequences 


therefore, we muſt enquire into 


what it was that was propoſed, and 
into the Motives of the Oppoſers, 
and, as the Apoſtle ſays, LT them 
which cauſe Diviſi ons. 


We muſt now fo ;ppoſe ourſelves 


W out on the firſt Enquiry, 


which is into what it was that was 


propoſed ; and af we find _— 
| ro- 


— 


— — 


PI 
Propoſal made was to correct the 
Abuſes which by Time had crept 
into the Commerce of ſome parti- 
cular Members, to the great De- 
triment of Society, we muſt look 
on the Propoſer as our Friend, as 
one that pays a Regard: to the 
Whole, without a partial Attach- 
ment to Individuals. After this Pro- 
greſs in our Enquiry, we muſt next 
examine into the Motives of thoſe 
who oppoſed the Conduct of this 
Perſon: We are ſure they muſt 
roceed from a weak Head, or a 
bad Heart; if from the firſt they 
are Objects of Compaſſion, but ne- 
vertheleſs are inexcuſable for their 
violent Oppoſition without Abili- 
ties to judge right; and if we diſ- 
cover thoſe Mutives to proceed 
from a bad Heart, the Oppoſers are 
Objects of our Reſentment, and 
ought to be treated as Enemies to 
our Peace and Intereſt. 


- 


+20 Itwe find among the Oppoſers a 
ER ns Man 


[8]. 
man whbenviesand hatcsthePropp> - 
fer; and WHO has diſcovered his Ha? 
tred byſundry Acts of Malevolefice! 
we müſt conclude that ſuch a Maß 
wottld ſacrifice the publick Intereſt 
to the Inditlgence of His. private 
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and yet acts contrary to 


191 


and if we find in the Tumult that 
there are ſuch Men, and that they 
oppoſe this Act of publick Benefit, 
only becauſe they are likely to be 
abridged in their private ee 
and unjuſt Gains, we ſhould 

no Regard to the Appeals of foes 
Men, cſpecially if they are left in 
a Capacity of providing well for 
themſelves and their Families after 
ſuch an Abridgment of their ine- 


quitable Gains. Such Men ſhould 


be looked upon as felonious Oppreſ- 


ſors, and unfit Members of the So- 


| Ciety. 


| Now let us take an impartial Sur- 
vey of the late Conduct of our own 
Governors and their Oppoſers; and 

if we find the Caſe which 1 have 
here ſtated bearing no Reſemblance 
thereto, 1 have offered an uſeleſs 
Caution, and have been at a fruitleſs 


Expence of Words: But if, on an 
impartial Survey, we find the Caſe 


here ſtated * to, nay the ye- 
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ry ſame with; that betwixt our 
preſent Rulers and their Oppolers, 
they who have a ſtrict Regard to 
moral and ſocial Virtue and true 
Religion, will not doubt where to 
offer up their Thankſgiving, and 
on Whom to turn the Edge of 


their Reſentment and Diſplea- 
ſure. 


The Rule which I have here laid 
down as neceſſary to be obſerved 
in judging of the Motives of the 
Actions of Governors, whether 
Princes, States, or their Miniſters, 
15 the ſame in all Ages and Coun- 
tries: The ſame Rule which now 
ſerves for our Meaſure of Judgment 
in Affairs of this Kind wall always 
be valid in whatever Part of the 
| World, or Part of Time, the Scene 
is laid: The Scene may be ſhifted, 
but the Rule is unalterably the 
ſame. 
The 


— 


The Danger and Wickedneſs of 
fomenting ſuch Diviſions as I have 


been here ſpeaking of are apparent 


from the manifold evil Conſequen- 


ces attending them. There is 
ſcarce a Crime in the black Cata - 


logue of Sins which the Authors 
of ſuch Diviſions are not guilty of; 


and, if not immediatelv, they are 
by ſecond Cauſes: Diſloyalty to 


their Prince appears at their ſet- 


ting out; and as the Diviſions en- 


creaſe in the State, Differences in 
Families, Invaſions of Property, by 


clandeſtine Dealings, and other 


Means, and ſometimes Murders, 
with their ſubordinate Crimes, fol- 


low : All which the Authors, and 
Fomenters, of publick Divifions 


are accountable for. It the Hearts 
of the Subjects are eſtranged from 
their Prince, they are ſo eſtranged 


by the falſe Reports and Miſrepre- 


ſentations of thoſe malevolent Per- 


ſons; who are the curſed Source of 


all the Inconyeniences which ſhall 
B 2 hap- 
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happen to flow from ſuch Diſloyal. 
ty and Diſſentions: It therefore 
behoves us, if we regard our pre- 


lent and future Welfare, and if 
ue regard the Welfare of our Po- 


ſterity, zo mark them which cauſe 
Devifh ng. Hrs 


The greateſt Offender, in a Caſe 
of this Nature, is the Perſon who 
firſt raiſes and foments ſuch Re- 
ports as occaſion unhappy Diviſions 
in a State: The ignorant and ho- 

neſt diſpoſed Perſon may, by falſe 
Pretences, and a ſophiſtical Shadow 
of Argument, be deceived into a 
Belief of the Veracity and Probity 
of the firſt Fomenter ; but his Ig- 
norance at firſt will not excuſe his 
\ Perſeverance in his Error; for it 
is his Duty to. examine into the 
Foundation of the Oppoſition, by 


ſuch Rules as I have before laid 
| donn. 
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The firſt Lawgiver found it ne⸗ 


ceſſary, fuch always ſeems to have 
been the Depravity of human Na- 


ture, to guard, by poſitive Com- 
mands, againſt falſe Reports, and 
the propagating thereof. Thou 
ſhalt not raiſe &, ſays he, a falſe 
Report. Fut not ' thine Hand with 


the Wicked to be an unrighteaus 
Witneſs. Thou ſhalt not follow a 


Multilude to do Evil. Here is not 


only a poſitive Prohibition to raiſe 


falſe Reports; but we are forbid 


to follow a Multitude to do Evil. 


If Thouſands imbibe an Error, and 
perſiſt therein, the great Number 
which are in that Error will be no 
Juſtification to you, or me, or any 
one, for embracing and continuing 


in the ſame: It is the indiſpenſable 
Duty of every ſingle Man to en- 
une, and not to adhere to either 


ide till he has received ſuch Con- 


viction as will juſtify a rational 
Creature in his Adherence. The 


ſame 
E Exodus, Chap. xxiii, Ver. 1, 2. 


F 


ſame Legiflator thought it proper 
to annex the Neceflity of a Sin- 
Offering to Sins of Ignorance. 


is Speak unto the Children of Iſra- 


el, ſaying, i, a Soul fall fin 
through Ignorance again/} any of 
the Commandments of the Lord, 
(concerning Things which ought not 
o be done) and ſhall do againſt 
any of them, &c. This ought to 

45 the Attentions of Chrz/t:ans, 
eſpecially of ſuch as make not their 


Religion extend no farther than 


their outward Profeſſions of Faith; 
And this Precept is founded on the 


moſt ſolid Reaſon; for without 


ſuch a Warning to Circumſpection, 
Men may fit down contented in 
their ſlothful Ignorance, and from 


a Propenſity to Eaſe and Lazineſs 


indulge an Abſence of Thought, 


to their own Detriment and the 


Diſadvantage of other Perſons. As 
we have the Power of exerting our 
rational Faculties, the Omiſſion 
| | thereof 

* Leviticus Chap. iv, Ver. 2 5 


thereof is a Crime; becauſe by ſuch 
an Omiſſion we neglect the Means 
of arriving at Truth, which leads 
us to Rectitude of Action: And 
though every Man is not poſſeſſed 
of the ſame Strength of. Reaſon- 
ing, yet every Man is endow'd, by 
his Creator, with Sufficiency of Rea- 
ſon to diſtingu iſh Right from Wrong 
in his moral Capacity; every Man, 
I mean, who is not a Madman 2 

an Ideot; and in ſuch only is an 


entire Abſence of Reaſon : And 3 


where the rational Faculty is ſuf- 
ferd to lie dormant, through an 
acquired Indolence and Propenſity. 
to Evil, there is the Root of Sin; 
therefore we find it juſtly written 
in the Levizical Laws, that * if a 
Soul fin, and commit any of theſe. 
Things, which are forbidden to be 
done 5, the Commandment of the 
Lord, though he wiſt it not, yet. 
he is guilty, and feall þ bear his Ini- 
quity. 5 
9 
X Leviticus Chap. v. Ver. 17. | 


T0 the Confidlerarion of the Evil, 5 
which ſuch Authors and Fomen- 


ters of Diviſions as I have before 
mention'd are guilty of, we muſt 


add the Good which they are Ob- 


ſtacles to. If any Perſon, or Per- 
ſons, ſhould propoſe any Thing be- 
neficial to the Publick, and the 
End of that Propofal ſhould be ob- 
ſtructed by the Claws and Miſ- 


repreſentations of ſuch bad Men 


as I have been ſpeaking of, we 
_ ſhould: look on ſuch Men as noxious 
Weeds which ought to be cut down 
and caſt away, leſt they ſhould pre- 
yent the Growth of a goodly Har- 
veſt; ſuch ought to be their Doom, 

even if their Oppoſition extends 
no farther than to be an Obſtruc- 


tion to a publick Good: But what 
ſhall we fay to them, if, not con- 


tented with fruſtrating the lauda- 


ble Deſigns of worthy Men, they 
proceed farther and ſpread 4 Con. 
tagion among the People, and 


thereby — a real lll — 
o 


11 ooo a 1  O2*% A 


ed — 


of the Good which they prevent- 
ed? As the Crime is complicated, 
ſo ought their Puniſhment to be: 
But as my preſent Intention is not 
only to expoſe the Views and the 
Crimes of thoſe who raiſe and fo- 
ment Diviſions, but to warn you 
of the Danger of liſtening to ſuch 
Men, and ſuffering yourſelves to 
be deluded by them, to be the In- 
ſtruments of carrying on their 
ambitious, envious, and malicious 
Ends, I ſhall lay before you ſome 
Inſtances of the 3 111 Effects 
of a too precipitate Aſſent to the 
323 of Malecontents. 


One of the Earlieſt and ui 
remarkable Inſtances of this Kind 
we read in the tenth Chapter of 
the lecond Book of Samuel. It 
came to paſs that the King of 
the Children of Ammon died; 
© and Hanan his Son reigned in 
“ his Stead: Then ſaid David, I 
a © wall ew Kindneſs unto Hanun 


* « the 
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c 
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the Son of Nahaſb, as his Father 


ce ſhewed Kindneſs unto me: And 


cc 
cc 
CL 


cc 
cc 


cc 
ce 
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cc 
c 
cc 
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cc 
ce 
cc 
ce 

ce 


uſed the Words of Samuel. And 


David ſent to comfort him by 


the Hand of his Se rvants for 
his Father: And David's Ser- 


vants came into the Land of the 
Children of Ammon And the 


Princes of the Children of Am- 
mon ſaid unto Hanun their Lord, 
Thinkeſt thou that David doth 
honour thy Father, that he hath 


ſent Comforters unto thee? Hath 


not David rather ſent his Ser- 
vants unto thee, to ſearch the 
City, and to ſpy it out, and to 


cc 


overthrow it? . Wherefore Ha- 
nun took David's Servants, and 
ſhaved off one half of their 


Beards, and cut of their Gar- 
ments in the Middle, and ſent 


them away.” Thus far 1 have 


what was the Conſequence of. this 
evil Treatment of David's Am- 
baſſadors? A War commenced, and 
the Ammonites were overthrown. 


fy Had 


[19] 

Had not the young Prince Hanun 
too inconfiderately hearkened to 
the Counſels of David's Detrac- 
tors, he had not made fo ingrate- 
ful a Return to the King of Jſra- 
el's Civilities, nor have involved 
his People in a War which ended 
in their Deſtruction. 


Many are the Inſtances of this 
Nature which may be brought, but 
I ſhall content myſelf with one 
more, and that from our own Hiſ- 
tory, and in the Memory of moſt 
of us. The Remonſtrances which 
were made, at the End of a late 
Reign, againſt a victorious Gene- 
ral who had fought our Battles 
with Succeſs, and brought home 
Conqueſt and Glory to theſe Realms, 
were too eaſily credited by the 
Princeſs then reigning and many 
of her Subjects: If they had not 
been too eafily credited the Ho- 
nours of the preceding Part of 
her Reign had not been ſullied by 

1 that 


that inglorious part thereof, the 
laſt four Years; in which one of 
the worſt of Men prevailed in the 
Councils of State, and the wicked- 
eſt Meaſures were purſued which 
an abandoned and treacherous 
Wretch could ſuggeſt; and that 
very Man has been fince reſtored 
to breathe his native Air, after 
ſome Years of Exile, by the Mer- 
cies of a good Prince; and yet he 
now foments Diſaffection among 
the Subjects of that Prince by 
whoſe Clemency he is now ſuffer d 
to live. Mercy to ſuch Men 1s 
Cruelty to the Publick | With him 
and his Colleagues are joined thoſe 
who lately pretended to be true 
- Whiggs; and by this -monſtrous 
Union do they endeavour to break 
the Whigg-Intereſt : Therefore, 
now I beſeech you, Brethren, mark 
en which Pee _—_ ons. 
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ADVERTISEMENT: 


—— — 


Juſt Publiſhed. 
| Driscourss on the Bleſlings 
of a Good Government, and 


on the Wickedneſs of Diſaffe@ion 
and Sedition In which the Na- 


ture of our Conſtitution is confi- 
dered, Oc. 


Rulers are not a Terror to good 


Works, but to the evil; wilt 


Zhou then not be afraid of the 
Poier? Do that which is good, 


and thou ſhalt have Praiſe of 


_ the ſame; for he is the Mini ſ- 


ter of God to the for Good; 
but, if thou do that which is 
Evil, be afraid; for he beareth 


not the S word in vain; for he is 


the Miniſter of God, a Revenger 


Zo execute Wrath _ him that 
_ doeth Euil. 
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